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The endodermal cells fit close together, so that there are no air
spaces between them. As there are air spaces between the other
cells of the cortex, the lack of ,tbem in the endodermis would
appear to decrease the diffusion of air into the vascular tissues.

Fie, 230. Cross section of root of mnngo bean (Phaseolus radiatus) older than
that shown in Fig. 227
c, epidermis; c, cortex; en, endodermis: p, pericycle; ca, cambium region;
ph, phloem; px, protoxylem; mx, metaxylem.  (x 86)
The part of the cortex outside of the endodermis is frequently
composed of parenchyma cells only. .These cells may serve for
the slow movement and storage of food. As in the case of stems,
the cortex in young roots is of importance in giving rigidity. This
is done by means of turgor. The epidermis of the root is usually
an ephemeral structure. In many cases the cell walls of the outer
layers of the cortex become thickened, and these layers take the
place of the epidermis.